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Safe?



The Sagamore Institute Board of Trustees would like to dedicate the
2022 Indiana Conference on Citizenship to former US Representative
Jackie Walorski. As tributes poured in following her tragic accident
earlier in the year, one theme was consistent: she was a citizen on
mission to improve the lives of others and the places she loved.
 
First, she and her husband served as missionaries in Romania where
they provided food and medical supplies to impoverished children.
Then she returned to Indiana to serve as a television news reporter
in South Bend before a calling to politics. She served in the Indiana
House of Representatives from 2005-10 and the US House of
Representatives from 2013-2022.

JACKIE WALORSKI
Remembering

“At every level of public service, Jackie was known to

be a positive force of nature, a patriot, and a

relentless policymaker with an unwavering loyalty

to her constituents. Jackie’s record of achievement is

impossible to quantify." -GOV. ERIC J. HOLCOMB



We hope you’re joining us today because you share our belief that
the preservation of American democracy hinges on an active and
engaged citizenry. That means people need an understanding of
not only our history but the current issues that frame our public
debates and personal well-being.

The theme of this year’s conference, “Can Indiana Help Keep

America Safe” focuses on our state’s defense assets that can be

deployed to protect our nation and our interests. Foremost in

meeting that imperative is the readiness of the people and

equipment to ensure security.

Today, you’ll hear from Senator Todd Young, one of the country’s
most highly respected and effective leaders in advocating for
policies, programs and funding to meet national defense needs.  A
panel of private and public sector leaders will share their
perspectives on developing a defense technology corridor based
on Indiana’s assets. We’ll bookend these presentations with
speakers who challenge us to keep citizens at the center of our
citizenship agenda and defense initiatives. 

We are grateful for your willingness to engage with us in these
important discussions today and in the months ahead as
Sagamore seeks to empower citizens and build a stronger America.  

TERESA LUBBERS
PRESIDENT | SAGAMORE INSTITUTE

WELCOME TO THE 2022 
INDIANA CONFERENCE 
ON CITIZENSHIP
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I vow to thee, my country

All earthly things above

Entire and whole and perfect

The service of my love

The love that asks no questions

The love that stands the test

That lays upon the altar

The dearest and the best

The love that never falters

The love that pays the price

The love that makes undaunted

The final sacrifice

And there's another country

I've heard of long ago

Most dear to them that love her

Most great to them that know

We may (we may not count her armies)

We may (we may not see her King)

Her fortress is a faithful heart

Her pride is suffering

And soul by soul and silently

Her shining bounds increase

And her ways are ways of gentleness

And all her paths are peace

"I VOW TO THEE 
MY COUNTRY"

"I VOW TO THEE MY COUNTRY"
Music by: Gustav Holst (1920)
Poem By: Sir Cecil Spring Rice
Sung By: Katherine Jenkins  
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PROGRAM SCHEDULE

WELCOME REMARKS
Betsy McCaw | The Heritage Center
Teresa Lubbers | Sagamore Institute

MIDWEST TECH CORRIDOR
Dr. Jerry Hendrix | Sagamore Institute

PANEL: WHO KEEPS AMERICA SAFE?

CELEBRATING AMERICAN 
IDEAS AWARD 
Jay Hein | Sagamore Institute

CHIPS AND SCIENCE ACT 
OF 2022
The Honorable Todd Young 
U.S. Senator, Indiana

A CITIZEN'S STORY AND 
CLOSING REMARKS
Dr. Allison Barber  
President, Indiana Fever

Blair Milo | Sagamore Institute 
John J. Kusnierek | SVP, Rolls-Royce
Dr. Theresa S. Mayer | EVP, Research 
& Partnerships, Purdue University 
Brooke Pyne | VP of Technology 
Engagement, IEDC 
Robert Ulibarrí | Vice President, Saab 
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UNITED STATES SENATOR, INDIANA
THE HONORABLE TODD YOUNG

Senator Todd Young represents Hoosiers in the
United States Senate. He currently serves on the
Senate Committees on Finance; Foreign
Relations; Commerce, Science & Transportation;
and Small Business and Entrepreneurship. Todd
is a graduate of the United States Naval
Academy in Annapolis, Maryland. He graduated
with honors in 1995 and accepted a commission
in the U.S. Marine Corps. In 2000, Todd was
honorably discharged from the Marine Corps as
a Captain. While serving in the Marines and
working as a business consultant, Todd earned
an MBA and his law degree.

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

In 2010, he ran for Congress and served three terms representing Indiana’s 9th District.
He was elected to the US Senate in 2016. Todd married his wife Jenny in 2005 and worked
together at a small law firm in Paoli, Indiana started by Jenny’s great-grandfather. Today,
they reside in Johnson County, Indiana with their four young children: a son, Tucker, and
three daughters, Annalise, Abigail and Ava.
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Dr. Henry J. “Jerry” Hendrix, PhD is a retired Navy Captain, having served 26 years
on active duty following his commissioning through the Navy ROTC program at
Purdue University. During his career Hendrix served in a variety of maritime patrol
aviation squadrons as well as on supercarriers and light amphibious assault ships.
His shore duty assignments were as a strategist on the staffs of the Chief of Naval
Operations, the Secretary of the Navy, the Undersecretary of Defense for Policy and
within the Office of Net Assessment. Through these tours Dr. Hendrix established a
reputation for using history to illuminate current strategic challenges.

SENIOR FELLOW | SAGAMORE INSITUTE
DR. JERRY HENDRIX

Dr. Hendrix holds a bachelor’s degree
from Purdue University in political
science, a masters in national security
affairs from the Naval Postgraduate
School, a masters in history from Harvard
University, and a PhD in war studies from
Kings College, London. He joins the
Sagamore Institute with the expectation
of continuing to approach the nation’s
defense challenges with the solid
pragmatic outlook of a native Hoosier
farmer, which he proudly is.

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS
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AMERICA SAFE?

5



EVP | RESEARCH & PARTNERSHIPS | PURDUE UNIVERSITY
DR. THERESA S. MAYER

Dr. Theresa S. Mayer is the executive vice president for research and partnerships at
Purdue University, where she oversees the $690 million research enterprise of the university
and supports holistic engagements with federal, industry, and global strategic partners.

Prior to this role, she was the vice president for research and innovation at Virginia Tech
where she played an instrumental role in Virginia’s successful bid for Amazon HQ2 as well
as the formation of the statewide Commonwealth Cyber Initiative.

SVP | ROLLS-ROYCE LIBERTYWORKS
JOHN J. KUSNIEREK

John is currently Rolls-Royce North America’s Senior Vice President for LibertyWorks
Research and Technology based at the Rolls-Royce Indianapolis, Indiana facility. He leads
the LibertyWorks business unit which serves as Rolls-Royce’s technology pipeline,
innovation hub and rapid prototyping center for all US military services, DoD agencies,
Department of Energy, and NASA. In this role John has worked a variety of propulsion and
power projects including hypersonics, supersonics, hybrid-electric propulsion, laser
weapon power, distributed propulsion, and thermal management. His extensive
technology, RDT&E, production, and sustainment knowledge builds on a 26 year career in
the United States Air Force. 

John holds a Bachelor of Science Degree in
Aerospace Engineering from the University of
Minnesota and a Master of Science Degree in
Aerospace Engineering from the Air Force Institute
of Technology. He is also a certified Program
Manager, Researcher, and Tester. He is a member of
the National Defense Industrial Association, Air
Force Association, and National Rocketry
Association.

Mayer is widely recognized for her work in advanced
manufacturing of nanoscale electronic, optical, and
biomedical devices, which has been supported by the
NSF, DOD, DOE, NIH, and industry. She served on the
U.S. President’s Council of Advisors on Science and
Technology and is a fellow of the Institute for Electrical
and Electronics Engineers. Mayer received a B.S. in
electrical engineering from Virginia Tech, and a M.S.
and Ph.D. in electrical engineering from Purdue
University. 
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VP OF TECHNOLOGY ENGAGEMENT | INDIANA ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION
BROOKE PYNE

Brooke has a career built around innovation and collaboration that spans a 17-year federal
government tenure that has most recently, last 3+ years, taken her into the private sector.
Brooke’s expertise in working with government, small business, industry and academia to
foster collaborative initiatives and drive innovative partnerships is foundational and weaved
throughout her background. Her expansive knowledge of federal non-FAR tools such as the
Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR/STTR) program, Federal Technology Transfer (T2),
Other Transactions Authority (OTAs) and the federal lab network provides for a unique
opportunity to leverage a suite of innovation enablers to rapidly address technological
needs and requirements. Ms. Pyne is the recipient of the 2018 DoD George Lindsteadt
National Award for T2 Excellence and a National SBIR Tibbetts Awardee. 

Ms. Pyne has a bachelor’s degree in Business
Administration from Indiana Wesleyan, a certification
in Professional Management from Indiana University
Kelly School of Business, and a master’s certification
in Public Management from Indiana University –
Purdue University Indianapolis (IUPUI).

VICE PRESIDENT, AEROSPACE SYSTEMS | SAAB
ROBERT ULIBARRÍ

Robert Ulibarrí, is General Manager and Vice President, Aerospace Systems at Saab.
Robert assumed the position on March 16, 2020, leading Saab’s facility for advanced
manufacturing and production for aerospace systems. Robert most recently served as
General Manager for industrial automation at Eckhart USA, an Industry 4.0 technology
provider. Previously, Robert held leadership roles in operations, supply chain, engineering,
facilities management, and project management with Fortune 500 companies Oshkosh
Defense Corporation and Lennox International.

Robert holds a bachelor’s degree in Mechanical
Engineering and Technology and a Master of
Business Administration, both from Purdue
University. Robert is originally from Indiana and grew
up on Grissom Airforce Base just 45 minutes outside
West Lafayette. He and his wife, Zeina, met while
attending Purdue and now live in West Lafayette
with their four kids. 

7



SAGAMORE LEADERSHIP

BOARD MEMBER, SAGAMORE INSTITUTE | PRESIDENT, INDIANA FEVER
DR. ALLISON BARBER

Dr. Allison Barber is the President and COO of the Indiana Fever, Indiana’s WNBA
franchise. With a career that spans from a schoolhouse to the White House and now to the
Fieldhouse, Allison Barber has a successful record of building brands and maximizing
impact. 

Barber holds a B.S. in Elementary Education from Tennessee Temple University; a M.S. in
Elementary Education from Indiana University; and a Ph.D. In Leadership from Tennessee
Temple University. She is the recipient of the Department of Defense Medal for
Distinguished Public Service awarded by Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld and was
recognized as a Woman of Influence by the Indianapolis Business Journal.

In March 2019, she was presented with Indiana’s
highest honor, the Sagamore of the Wabash,
presented by Governor Eric Holcomb. Barber is a
state lead volunteer for the American Red Cross
and serves on the boards of the Indiana Chamber
of Commerce, the Indiana Destination Development
Corp., the Elizabeth Dole Hidden Heroes
Foundation, and Sagamore Institute.
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PRESIDENT | SAGAMORE INSTITUTE
TERESA LUBBERS

Prior to joining Sagamore, Teresa Lubbers served as Commissioner for Indiana’s
Commission for Higher Education, the coordinating agency charged with ensuring the
state’s postsecondary education system is aligned to meet the needs of students and the
state. Prior to joining the Commission, Lubbers served in the Indiana State Senate for 17
years, leading on education and economic development issues as Chair of the Senate
Education and Career Development Committee.

Lubbers served as the Chair of Indiana’s Governor’s Workforce Cabinet. She is a past chair
and member of both the State Higher Education Executive Officers and the Midwestern
Higher Education Compact. Lubbers is the past chair and current member of the Higher
Learning Advocates Board of Directors and immediate past chair for the National Council
for State Authorization Reciprocity Agreements. Additionally, she served as Commissioner
for the Education Commission of the States, a member of the Advisory Council for the
Institute for Workforce Excellence, and the Council for Adult and Experiential Learning.

Lubbers is past chair and current member of the YMCA of
Greater Indianapolis and Chair of the YMCA Foundation.
She is the co-founder of the Lugar Excellence in Public
Service Series and serves as an Elder at Tabernacle
Presbyterian Church. She holds a Master in Public
Administration from the Kennedy School of Government at
Harvard University.

DIRECTOR | CENTER FOR TALENT AND OPPORTUNITY
BLAIR MILO

Blair Milo is the Founding Director of the Center for Talent & Opportunity at Sagamore
Institute. Prior to her role at Sagamore, Blair served as the first Secretary of Career
Connections and Talent, a cabinet position for Indiana Governor Eric Holcomb, launching
the "21st Century Talent Regions initiative in 2019. Before joining state government, Blair was
elected Mayor of La Porte, Indiana in 2011 and re-elected in 2015, and was named “Elected
Official of the Year” by the Indiana Parks and Recreation Association.

Prior to her roles in public service, Blair served 13 years
with the U.S. Navy as a Surface Warfare Office In 2010
she transitioned her service to the U.S. Navy Reserve and
served at the Office of Naval Intelligence and NATO Allied
Command Transition. In 2017, she was awarded the
American Legion Military Person of the Year (Reserve
Category) for the State of Indiana. Blair earned a
Bachelor’s degree in Political Science from Purdue
University and a Master’s degree in Legislative Affairs
from George Washington University.
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CELEBRATING 
AMERICAN IDEAS 

PURDUE'S SPACE PROGRAM
Purdue is called the cradle of astronauts for good reason—nearly
all of a third of all US spaceflights have included a Purdue
graduate. And ten missions have included multiple Purdue grads. 

Sagamore selected the Purdue Space Program for the 2022
Celebrating American Ideas Award to honor its deployment of
intellectual capital to push the frontiers of science, technology and
discovery.
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BOILERMAKERS IN SPACE

PURDUE'S CRADLE OF 
ASTRONAUTS

Purdue allows campus visitors to 
walk in Neil Armstrong’s concrete 
boot prints near the Engineering 

school named in his honor.

On July 20, 1969, Purdue alumnus 
Neil Armstrong took his famous 

“small step” in history as the first 
human to set foot on the moon.

Neil Armstrong: the first person on the moon; 8Eleven 
Bistro in Purdue Union Hotel named after his two missions

John E. Blaha: logged 161 days in space on five missions

Roy Bridges Jr.: piloted the Spacelab-2 mission

Mark N. Brown: shuttle mission specialist 

John H. Casper: oversaw two weeks of microgravity 
research as commander of STS-62

Gene Cernan: the most recent astronaut to walk on the 
moon

Roger Chaffee: assigned as a pilot for NASA’s first 
scheduled three-person space flight, Apollo 1, dying along 
with Grissom and Ed White in a pre-launch test

Richard O. Covey:  piloted STS-26 in 1988, the first shuttle 
flight flown after the Challenger accident

Drew Feustel: 3rd all-time in hours spent spacewalking

Guy Gardner: piloted a Shuttle mission carrying the 
ASTRO-1 astronomy laboratory with ultraviolet telescopes 
and an X-ray telescope
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Gus Grissom, the second American in space; died in a pre-launch fire

Gregory Harbaugh: responsible for in-flight operation of the docking system aboard a 
1995 Shuttle mission, the first docking with the Russian space station Mir

Michael J. McCulley: piloted a Shuttle mission in 1989 that successfully deployed the 
Galileo spacecraft to explore Jupiter

Beth Moses: the first female commercial astronaut

Loral O'Hara: participated in 11 research cruises aboard research vessels

Gary E. Payton: traveled over 1.2 million miles in 48 earth orbits and logged more than 
73 hours in space

Mark L. Polansky: logged more than 993 hours in space on three space flights

Jerry Ross: set records with 7 missions and 9 spacewalks

Loren Shriver: commanded the Space Shuttle to a record altitude of 380 miles above 
the earth

Scott D. Tingle: named to the Artemis Team in 2020 to prepare to be the next humans 
to walk on the moon

Janice Voss: set a record for female astronauts with 5 spaceflights

Charles D. Walker: accumulated 20 days of experience in space and traveled 8.2 
million miles as a payload specialist

Mary Ellen Weber: served on Shuttle Atlantis, the third mission devoted to international 
space station construction

Donald Williams: commanded Shuttle Atlantis, deploying the Galileo spacecraft to 
explore Jupiter

David Wolf: the first person to vote from space

CRADLE OF ASTRONAUTS
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WHY CITIZENSHIP?
SAGAMORE'S CITIZENSHIP AGENDA

America’s founding fathers placed a big bet on citizens. In
Europe, order was established by the state and controlled by
an educated elite. The American Idea took a radically different
course based on the belief that freedom from tyranny and
state-control would lead to national prosperity and human
flourishing.

The state would order liberty, not order it’s people, and allow
the creativity of markets and the compassion of neighbors to
continually pursue a more perfect union. This experiment
required several essential ingredients meant to be passed
down between the generations: understanding the duties of
citizenship; a set of virtues that place the whole above the self;
and doing one’s part to produce both economic and social
value.

Sagamore Institute's Citizenship Agenda is designed to foster
educated and engaged citizens. Through our annual
citizenship conference, our curated civic resource room, and
ongoing citizenship initiatives, Sagamore promotes America's
best and brightest asset - her citizens.
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SAGAMORE'S
CITIZENSHIP AGENDA

INDIANA CONFERENCE ON CITIZENSHIP
This conference series was designed to educate and inspire Indiana
citizens. Past conference highlights include: inaugurating the Society of
the Sagamores; engaging hundreds of Hoosier leaders in Bicentennial
work groups considering how to make our third century the best one
yet; and a conversation about how corporate citizenship is being
reinvented to prioritize social impact.

www.sagamoreinstitute.org/citizenship/icoc

RENEWING THE AMERICAN IDEA
Whether you are a college student, a senior citizen, or parent of
school-aged children, you'll love learning about American civics
through the Renewing American Ideas resources. Our curated content
includes everything from recommended foundational documents to
profiles of historic Hoosiers.

www.sagamoreinstitute.org/citizenship/renewing-the-american-idea

CITIZENSHIP INITIATIVES
Active community members and organizations are the key to lasting
local and national change. Sagamore seeks to improve communities all
across Indiana through a variety of initiatives aimed at building better
citizens. From our year-round internship program to annual art and
culture conversations, we promote initiatives that further education
and engagement.

www.sagamoreinstitute.org/citizenship/ citizenship-initiatives
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MIDWEST
TECH CORRIDOR
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The “Rust Belt” region runs from Minnesota to New York along the Great

Lakes. It is so defined due to the general economic decline that occurred

during the period of deindustrialization when steel production and

associated manufacturing industries began to contract in the late 1970s. 

However, several additional steps must be
taken to maximize the region’s potential
for economic growth and to create an
enduring technological advantage in
these fields. The increasing speed of
technological maturation and
competitiveness of the field make it
imperative that actions not only be taken
in a regionally coordinated manner, but
also quickly. By creating linkages between
government, industry, laboratories, and
centers of public dialogue we can ignite a
technological cluster that would continue
to attract people, ideas, and advanced
manufacturing jobs to the region, truly
transforming the Rust Belt to a Tech Belt. 

FROM RUST BELT
TO TECH BELT

This region today can be characterized
as possessing the critical pre-cursor
components required to create an
advanced technological “cluster” like
those that recently emerged in
Massachusetts, northern California, and
Colorado. Indeed, when considering
certain emerging technologies that have
been identified as key to future
Department of Defense plans such as
hypersonics, unmanned or autonomous
vehicles and quantum computing, it is
easy to identify a north-south corridor
ranging from southern Indiana to
northern Wisconsin and a more compact
east-west axis running from north-
eastern Illinois to south-western Ohio. 
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Purdue University; Notre Dame; 
University of Chicago

Fermilab; Draper Labs; Argonne 
National Laboratory

NSWC Crane; NS Great Lakes; 
Reserve Joint Base Grissom

Lockheed Martin, Marinette Marine 
Group; Rolls-Royce
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"AUTONOMY BELT" CORRIDOR
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INDIANA'S DEFENSE 
TRIANGLE

The capabilities required for America’s 21st century military are readily

available in Indiana’s defense triangle—Camp Atterbury Joint

Maneuver Training Center, Muscatatuck Urban Training Complex, and

Naval Surface Warfare Center-Crane Division—as well as in the state’s

other installations and assets. To further enhance the state’s

capabilities, the leaders of these three southern Indiana facilities are

uniting National Guard, army and navy assets in what is being referred

to as the Indiana Test Bed (ITB). 
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US Coast Guard Station

Fort Wayne International 
Airport
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Grissom Air Reserve Base

Major General Emmett J. 
Bean Federal Center

Shelbyville Municipal Airport

Hulman Field

Camp Atterbury Joint 
Maneuver Training Center

NSA Crane

Muscatatuck Urban 
Training Center

Jefferson Proving 
Ground

Indiana National 
Guard Armory
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SPOTLIGHT: 
NORTHWEST INDIANA

COMMUTER RAILS

INTERNATIONAL PORTS

CLASS 1 FREIGHT LINES

MAJOR ROADS 

NORTHWEST INDIANA INFRASTRUCTURE

SOUTH SHORE LINE

DOUBLE TRACK NWI 
(2024)

WEST LAKE 
CORRIDOR (2025)

PORT OF INDIANA
ACCESS TO:

GREAT LAKES

ATLANTIC OCEAN

GULF OF MEXICO

NORFOLK SOUTHERN

CANADIAN NATIONAL

CSX

SOUTH SHORE FREIGHT

INDIANA HARBOR BELT

INTERSTATE 65

INTERSTATE 94

INTERSTATE 90

INTERSTATE 80/90

INTERSTATE 80/94
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UTILITIES 

AIRPORTS

MILITARY ASSETS

RESEARCH UNIVERSITIES

SPOTLIGHT: 
NORTHWEST INDIANA

ACCESS TO LAKE 
MICHIGAN WATER

RELIABLE AND 
REDUNDANT ENERGY 
GRID SERVICING FOR 
HEAVY INDUSTRY

GARY/CHICAGO INT'L 
AIRPORT

PORTER COUNTY REGIONAL 
AIRPORT

MIDWAY INT'L AIRPORT
(30 MI)

O'HARE INT'L AIRPORT
(50 MI)

NAVAL STATION GREAT 
LAKES

MIDWEST DEFENSE 
EXCHANGE (MDX) CHICAGO

GRISSOM AIR RESERVE BASE

NAVAL SURFACE WARFARE 
CENTER-CRANE DIVISION

VALPARAISO UNIVERSITY

UNIVERSITY OF NOTRE DAME
(60 MI)

ROSE-HULMAN UNIVERSITY
(180 MI)

PURDUE UNIVERSITY (100 MI)
PURDUE UNIVERSITY NW

INDIANA UNIVERSITY (170 MI)
INDIANA UNIVERSITY NW

QUANTUM CORRIDOR: TECHNICAL FACTS
Protected along public rails systems and 
the Indiana Toll Road
Supported by leading edge Ciena Coherent 
equipment and Juniper access layers
Multi-TB in data exchange rate
Enable Department of Defense local Naval 
Surface Warfare initiatives and Hyperscale 
ecosystem opportunity in Indiana



WHY CITIZENS FIGHT TO 
DEFEND OUR FREEDOM
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PATHFINDER: A Resource for Better Understanding 
America's Purpose in the World

“Thanks to my reading, I have never been caught flat-footed by

any situation, never at a loss for how any problem has been

addressed before. It doesn’t give me all the answers, but it lights

what is often a dark path ahead.” -GENERAL JAMES MATTIS

General Mattis is describing how a broad base of knowledge can help people think critically,
solve problems and handle the unexpected. These qualities are especially important when it
comes to foreign and defense policy. Yet for many Americans, there are gaps in understanding
the history, context, means and ends of U.S. foreign and defense policy. 

Since its founding in 2014, the Sagamore Institute’s Center for America’s Purpose has worked to
fill these gaps by applying the lessons of history to the challenges of today and by reminding
the American people that the United States is a force for good in the world. Pathfinder is the
Center’s newest tool in this effort to fill some of the gaps in our understanding of America’s
purpose and role in the world—and to provide some light for the path ahead, to borrow the
phrase used by General Mattis.

Sagamore Institute Senior Fellow Alan Dowd,  who leads the Center for America’s Purpose,
serves as curator of the Pathfinder collection. The product of insights from dozens of former
diplomats, policymakers, retired military officers, foreign-policy practitioners, historians, political
scientists, and scholars, Pathfinder resources are grouped under two broad “pathways”: 

The Foundations and Fundamentals pathway shines light on some of the basics about
America’s role in the world—the roots and origins, arguments and debates, tensions and
contradictions that have forged U.S. foreign policy and national security strategy over the
centuries. The Challenges and Threats pathway points the lamp toward some of the current
trends and enduring tests in U.S. foreign and defense policy. 
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KEEPING AMERICA SAFE: 
A CITIZEN'S STORY
Allison Barber sat in the "situation room" tucked
away in the basement of the West Wing of the
White House. The conference table was massive.
The mood was serious. Condoleezza Rice loomed
at the head of the table.

Rice was stern on this day. She was displeased.
The office of global communications she wanted
set up in Iraq and London wasn't happening fast
enough for her liking.

Torie Clarke, the Assistant Secretary of Defense
for Public Affairs and Barber's boss at the
Pentagon, looked Rice straight in the eyes. 

"When I want something done, I give it to Allison."

There was no vote. There was no asking. Barber
soon found herself in a flame-resistant jumpsuit
and helmet in a military plane diving nose first,
doing cork screws, as it landed in Iraq. It was
tougher for the enemy to shoot it down that way.

She walked into the palace of Saddam Hussein
where her office was located to work with
generals and other military leaders to set up a
media center.

She spent nights at the palace of Hussein's son,
her head on a pillow, thinking back to her days as
a first grade teacher, a swim instructor, a PR guru.

And in those dark nights surrounded by war, her
dad's words would echo: "Take it to the hoop, kid."
That was his way of saying, you can't achieve
anything if you don't drive toward the goal — in
basketball or life.

Barber had always lived by those words. And they
had taken her places in her career she never
imagined she would be.

Allison Barber, President and 
COO of the Indiana Fever, served 
as a communications strategist 

in the White House and US 
Department of Defense.

Linden Barber, Allison's 
husband, served as a Judge 

Advocate in the US Army and US 
Army Reserves from 1991-2013.

Excerpt from original article published by IndyStar on May 13, 2019.
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SOCIETY OF 
SAGAMORES

When Indiana’s most distinguished citizens receive the Sagamore
of the Wabash award, they receive a parchment that calls them to
serve as counsel to the governor. Inaugurated in 1942 by Indiana
Governor Ralph F. Gates, the Sagamore of the Wabash is designed
to enlist our best minds and talents to make Indiana better.

The Society of the Sagamores is a voluntary association which
facilitates this grand vision by providing opportunities for
Sagamore recipients to continue to offer their wise and sound
counsel to Indiana's leaders. Through membership in the society,
Sagamores can participate in dialogue with the sitting governor,
past governors, and other state leaders in pursuit of innovative
solutions to our greatest challenges.

"The highest honor an Indiana governor gives is called

the Sagamore of the Wabash…[It’s] given for wisdom,

and public commitment, and a concern for the well-

being of others." -MITCH DANIELS, FORMER INDIANA GOVERNOR

24



ACCELERATING 
DEFENSE TECHNOLOGY 
& COMPETITIVENESS
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CHIPS AND 
SCIENCE ACT 
OF 2022

“We have a national security imperative to ensure we don’t

fall behind China in technological innovation, and getting

this legislation enacted into law will help ensure America’s

global leadership role in science and technology...history

will show that by enacting this legislation into law, we are

confronting the challenges of today and building a more

prosperous and secure tomorrow for all Americans.”

-SEN. TODD YOUNG, U.S. SENATOR FOR INDIANA
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PURDUE AT THE CENTER OF 
SEMICONDUCTOR GROWTH
Last month, Sen. Todd Young and Gov. Eric J. Holcomb joined
U.S. Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken and U.S. Secretary of
Commerce Gina Raimondo on a tour of Purdue’s Birck
Nanotechnology Center, highlighting the leading-edge
research and workforce development efforts at Purdue that
can help the United States restore domestic semiconductor
manufacturing and competitiveness abroad.

“Purdue’s cutting-edge research and workforce development

programs are at the forefront of helping us shape the future of

innovation in America’s semiconductor manufacturing

industry... I’m excited to have met the students who are

future leaders of America’s semiconductor industry. The

graduates from these programs will be at the forefront of

innovation as we revitalize American manufacturing.”

-U.S. SECRETARY OF COMMERCE GINA RAIMONDO
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As a think tank, ideas are our business. The Center for America’s
Purpose (CAP) is at the core of Sagamore’s thought leadership in
defense and national security. Headed by Senior Fellow Alan Dowd,
CAP promotes America’s leadership role in the world by applying the
lessons of history to the challenges of today. CAP seeks to remind the
American people that as civilization’s first-responder and last line of
defense, the United States is a force for good in the world. 

IN
N

O
VA

TI
O

N
S Sagamore is dedicated to applied research-research that puts

theories to test in the real world. We work alongside practitioners and
measure the impact of ideas and theories put into practice. Our
leading edge initiative is Dr. Jerry Hendrix’s project to feature
national security as part of the Midwest’s transition from a Rust Belt
to a Tech Belt.

IN
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We believe that good business creates a better society. Through our
impact investing platform, Sagamore has capitalized several
companies with defense applications – such as Vital View, a smart
health technology company that gives people greater understanding
of their overall health and vitality. Through a new partnership with
Bunker Labs, Sagamore will intentionally help military Veterans and
spouses start and grow successful businesses and startups. 

Sagamore advances its mission across three lanes

of action: ideas, innovations, and investments.

They are complementary to one another, and each

is required for meaningful impact to be achieved.

Ideas expand our possibilities, innovations put

those ideas to work, and investments are how we

create sustainable change. Our Defense portfolio

demonstrates the power of this model. 

OUR MODEL: IDEAS, 
INNOVATIONS, INVESTMENTS.

Sagamore co-founder, Dan Coats
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CONTACT US
PHONE NUMBER

(317) 754-4220

EMAIL INQUIRIES
INFO@SAGAMOREINSTITUTE.ORG

HEADQUARTERS
6151 CENTRAL AVENUE

INDIANAPOLIS, IN 46220

SUBSCRIBE TO OUR NEWSLETTER
SAGAMOREINSTITUTE.ORG/SUBSCRIBE- 

TO-NEWSLETTER/
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