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Liberia and the United States 

❖ What is the meaning of Liberia’s 

Relationship with the United States? 

❖ Has the US relationship with Liberia been 

in Liberia’s interest or in the US’ interest? 

❖ Have US-Liberian relations been 

advantageous to both countries? 

❖ Have Us-Liberian relations been too colored 

by race and racism on the part of the 

Americans?

❖ Or has Liberia failed to manage its relations 

with the US well? 

❖ Are both these things true simultaneously? 

❖ Is the US-Liberian relationship strategic to 

Liberia’s growth and development as a 

modern nation?

❖ Reference text: Liberia and the United States 

during the Cold War: Limits of Reciprocity by 

D. Elwood Dunn—President Tolbert lacked 

strategic thinking



Telling the Liberian Story 

“We tell stories about what happened, but, just as often, the 

stories we tell determine what happens. The narrative becomes 

a paradigm because origin stories are as predictive and 

constraining as they are explanatory. The map showing where 

we came from delimits where we can go from here. If yours is a 

story of victimization, you will live out your days as a victim. If 

it’s a tale in which your race is superior to all others, evidence 

of their inferiority will seem plentiful and obvious. To get a 

clear sense of the future prospects for a relationship, ask the 

couple how they met. Are they telling a story that arcs toward 

or away from kindness, mutual respect, and joy? A tale 

of intractable foes locked in a power struggle isn’t going to 

end “happily ever after.”



Telling the Liberian Story

❖ Might it be better to see Liberia as an experiment in 

statecraft on the West African coast by a complex 
admixture of African peoples and their international 
partners? 

❖ And their story is about their triumphs, trials, and 
tribulations, and the tensions and stresses 
experienced by the expansion of the modern state 
structure both in substance and form. 



Telling the Liberian Story 

❖ Is this interpretative model wide enough to deal with 
our concern for creating an ever more just society, to 
handle the good, the bad, and the ugly of the 
Liberian experience? 

❖ Should we assume that Liberia has the common 
national development goal of creating and perfecting 
the modern state structure? Is this goal a sufficiently 
unifying theme to build a nation and a people?

❖ Reference text: Citizenship and Nationality in Liberia 
(The half that has Never been Told), by C. Patrick 
Burrowes—a quest for unity.



Philosophical and Cultural Meaning of Liberia

❖ If Liberia is determined on a path of modernity, will 

it be necessary to reconfigure her worldview and her 

self-understanding of her place in the world? 

❖ Does a commitment to modernity demand of Liberia 

a major philosophical and cultural decision such that 

Liberia must in substance jettison its ancient cultural 

past to be able to fully profit from the advantages of 

the modern state structure and its franchises?

❖ Are we all implicated in the destruction of Liberia?

Reference text: The Mask of Anarchy: The Destruction of 

Liberia and the Religious Dimension of an African Civil War, 

by Stephen Ellis—a most brilliant & Comprehensive text



❖ Removing the veil from our faces as a people.

❖ Work to cultivate and encourage better men and 

women to assume power in the country.

❖ Working with those in power to grow into a deeper 

sense of moral and professional responsibilities.

❖ Developed better institutions by investing in our 

human capacities, working harder to close the 

capacity gap. Capacity not only concerned with a 

professional and technical skillset, but a different 

way of understanding the world and our place in that 

world. Modesty.

Concluding Considerations



Concluding Considerations

❖ The need to understand the history of Liberia 

differently. A bias towards peace, and a focus 

on what has united us and might continue to 

unite us.

❖ Warren L. D'Azevedo, Anthropologist.

❖ That 1847 was not a rogue attempt at the quest 

for legitimacy, but the beginning of 

an adventurous establishment of a legitimate 

attempt at statecraft.

❖ That the 1980 coup d'état was a tremendous 

error. No winners. Only losers.


